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COLLEGE FESTIVALS 

American colleges and universities have grown riotous in cele- 
bration. Whenever an institution gets a new president, or a new 
building, or a new endowment, or a new championship, or even an 
unexpected victory, another special celebration is added to the long 
list of regular festivals which like the "home-coming," the inter- 
scholastic, the intercollegiate, and the military days are given official 
sanction by being incorporated into the calendar as annually recur- 
ring events. A casual examination of some college catalogs shows 
only two fixed events that bear any direct relation to scholarship; 
examination week and Commencement Day ! The former ranks 
in the student mind as an occasion to be celebrated in retrospect and 
the latter has become a whirl of social gaieties that leave little time 
or energy for the serious side of a festival of learning. In order 
to lay greater emphasis on scholarship Phi Beta Kappa long ago 
introduced a more serious note into the program of Commencement 
week, but at best its influence reached the faculty and alumni rather 
than the undergraduate body. 

* * 

When Sigma Xi came into the field it sought also to influence the 
institutional life through this same ancient festival occasion by a 
scientific address which in some places was added to the program 
of Commencement week, and in other cases alternated biennially 
with the Phi Beta Kappa address or took its place at a new mid- 
winter commencement celebration. But in most places the whole 
Commencement environment of season, visitors, work finished, and 
vacation in sight is not favorable to serious consideration or schol- 
arly presentation; so learning languishes and an apotheosis of 
scholarship is not imminent in the college world. 

* * 

Within recent years these two societies cooperating for the 
encouragement of scholarship have started in certain institutions 
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upon a new line of attack. They have drawn away from the com- 
mencement season and have inaugurated at another period in the 
regular work of the college year a festival of learning which they 
hope and believe will come to occupy in the mind of the under- 
graduate as distinctive a place as any athletic or social celebration 
in the calendar. This is a flanking movement of great sagacity. 
It finds the student totally unprepared to resist and ready to lend 
ear to the charms of true learning. The advantages of such a plan 
are so evident as to need no explanation and the outcome of the 
experiment will be watched with keen interest by all. It is in any 
event an important contribution to educational methods. 

Data are not available to show when the plan was first tried, 
what institutions have followed in the attempt, or how far the 
movement has met with success. Consequently any definite record 
is of value in the discussion. At the University of Illinois this year 
it was the turn of Sigma Xi to secure the speaker and make other 
arrangements for the joint meeting, which has heretofore always 
been held in the Commencement week. Impressed by the possibilities 
of the new scheme, Sigma Xi proposed to Phi Beta Kappa that the 
meeting be held at a much earlier date in order to call the attention 
of students to the two organizations and their purposes. After 
much discussion a date early in May was decided upon and the 
results fully justified the change. The speaker, Dr. George Otis 
Smith, Director of the U. S. Geological Survey, had an audience 
several times as large as the other date had ever yielded, and the 
number of students present was far greater while the report of the 
meeting published in the University and town papers provoked 
much desirable discussion in the student body on the work and aims 
of the two organizations. The address delivered on this occasion 
appears as the leading article in this number of the Quarterly. 

* * 

The formal establishment of the first Alumni Chapter is recorded 
in this number. The District of Columbia Chapter starts with a 
chapter roll which is truly imposing and which demonstrates beyond 
cavil that Sigma Xi renders great service to the country. Our 
members appear in every branch of government service and those 
familiar with individual contributions will recognize that these are 
they who are laying the foundations of knowledge on which the 
progress of so much government work absolutely depends. 



